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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 14-15 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Matsumoto et al. US 5,796,428 in view of Fukuoka US 
6,104,430. 

Re claim 14, Matsumoto discloses an electronic photography system that 
includes an image storage/display unit (102) that displays images shot by an electronic 
image-capturing unit (101). Matsumoto states that the image-capturing unit (101) may 
be provided integral with the image storage/display unit (102) (col. 8, lines 35-43). 
Thus, the Examiner is reading the image-capturing unit (101) and the image 
storage/display unit (102) together as a digital camera. Therefore, Matsumoto discloses 
a method of providing an integrated album of stored images in a digital camera 
(101,102), comprising: using an image sensor (CCD 103) in the digital camera 
(101,102) to capture digital images; storing the captured digital images in a digital 
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memory (109) of the digital camera (101,102) (col. 7, line 25-col. 8, line 62; figures 1-2); 
providing user controls (504) on the digital camera (101,102) to enable a user to 
designate one or more of the captured digital images as captured album images; storing 
the captured album images in an album storage section (109) of the digital memory of 
the digital camera (101,102) (col. 9, line 49-col. 10, line 34; figures 3-8); and in 
response to the user controls, displaying the album images on a display screen (801) of 
the digital camera (101,102) (col. 10, lines 5-34; figure 8). However, although the 
Matsumoto reference discloses all of the above limitations it fails to state that album 
images may be received from a host computer and the received album images are 
stored in the album storage section of the memory of the digital camera. 

Fukuoka discloses a digital electronic camera that can receive image information 
and program information from external devices. Fukuoka states that the digital 
electronic camera can remotely transmit and receive images from a connected 
computer (33) via an input/output port (col. 4, lines 30-41). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include the teaching of 
receiving images from an external device into a digital camera as disclosed by Fukuoka 
in the digital camera capable of storing an album of images as disclosed by Matsumoto. 
Doing so would provide a means for allowing a user to create an album of images within 
a digital camera consisting of images captured by the camera an also of images 
received from an external device. 
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Re claim 15, Matsumoto states that the user controls (604,605) further enable a 
user to scroll up and down to change which album image is displayed (col. 10, lines 5- 
34; figures 6-8). 

Re claim 18, Matsumoto states that the album storage section is subdivided into 
different album storage sub-sections (501) (col. 9, line 49-col. 10, line 34; figure 5). 

Re claim 19, Matsumoto states that a user can edit a file list of an album (501) 
using file icon (504) (col. 9, lines 53-67; col. 10, lines 25-35). Therefore, Matsumoto 
states that the user controls enable a user to delete (edit the list of files) album images. 

Re claim 20, the combination of the Matsumoto and Fukuoka references 
discloses all of the limitations of claim 19 above. However, neither reference states that 
password protection is utilized when deleting album images. The Examiner takes 
Official Notice that it is well known in the art to utilize password protection in digital 
cameras in order to limit the actions that may be performed by camera users. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated 
to utilize password protection when deleting album images as disclosed by the 
combination of the Matsumoto and Fukuoka references. Doing so would provide a 
means for only allowing authorized users of a camera to delete album images stored in 
the camera. 
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Re claim 21, Matsumoto discloses an electronic photography system that 
includes an image storage/display unit (102) that displays images shot by an electronic 
image-capturing unit (101). Matsumoto states that the image-capturing unit (101) may 
be provided integral with the image storage/display unit (102) (col. 8, lines 35-43). 
Thus, the Examiner is reading the image-capturing unit (101) and the image 
storage/display unit (102) together as a digital camera. Therefore, Matsumoto discloses 
a method of providing an integrated album of stored images in a digital camera 
(101,102), comprising: providing a first memory (104) which stores captured digital 
images; providing a second memory (109) which stores album images (col. 7, line 25- 
col. 8, line 62; figures 1-2); providing user controls (504) on the digital camera (101,102) 
to enable a user to designate one or more of the captured digital images as captured 
album images; storing the captured album images in the second memory (109) (col. 9, 
line 49-cpl. 10, line 34; figures 3-8); and in response to the user controls, displaying the 
album images on a display screen (801) of the digital camera (101,102) (col. 10, lines 5- 
34; figure 8). However, although the Matsumoto reference discloses all of the above 
limitations it fails to state that album images may be received from a host computer and 
the received album images are stored in the album storage section of the memory of the 
digital camera. 

Fukuoka discloses a digital electronic camera that can receive image information 
and program information from external devices. Fukuoka states that the digital 
electronic camera can remotely transmit and receive images from a connected 
computer (33) via an input/output port (col. 4, lines 30-41). Therefore, it would have 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,023 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2622 

been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include the teaching of 
receiving images from an external device into a digital camera as disclosed by Fukuoka 
in the digital camera capable of storing an album of images as disclosed by Matsumoto. 
Doing so would provide a means for allowing a user to create an album of images within 
a digital camera consisting of images captured by the camera an also of images 
received from an external device. 

Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matsumoto et al. in view of Fukuoka and further in view of Anderson US 
6,249,316. 

Re claim 16, the combination of the Matsumoto and Fukuoka references 
discloses all of the limitations of claim 14 above. However, neither reference states that 
user controls further enable the user to select a slide show feature that provides 
automatic scrolling of the album images after a particular time period. 

Anderson discloses a method and system for grouping and displaying a series of 
images stored in a digital camera. Anderson states that when a user presses a function 
key (412) a slide show is created in which marked images can be played back in a 
sequence that they were marked without user interaction (col. 6, lines 13-45). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated 
to include a slide show capable of playing back marked images without user interaction 
as disclosed by Anderson in the digital camera capable of storing an album of images 
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as disclosed by Matsumoto in view of Fukuoka. Doing so would provide a means for 
viewing a group of selected images automatically and without user interaction 
(Anderson: col. 6, lines 27-31). 

Re claim 17, the combination of the Matsumoto, Fukuoka and Anderson 
references discloses all of the limitations of claim 16 above. However, neither reference 
states that the user controls further enable a user to modify the time period of a 
slideshow display. The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known in the art to 
modify the time period in a slideshow display in order to vary the duration of a particular 
slideshow. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been 
motivated to vary the time period between images during a slideshow of album images 
that is displayed on the display of the camera as disclosed by the combination of the 
Matsumoto, Fukuoka and Anderson references. Doing so would provide a means for 
allowing a user of a camera to control how fast or slow images are changed during a 
slideshow presentation shown on a display of a digital camera. 

Contacts 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7312. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for submitting all Official communications is (703) 872-9306. The fax phone 
number for submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, 
etc., may be faxed directly to the Examiner at (571) 273-7312. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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